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1 . STAFFDEL BRYEN/RICHARDSON MET VARIOUS GOG OFFICIALS AND 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL FIGURES DURING THEIR JULY 14-17 STAY IN 
ATHENS.THEY WERE ALSO BRIEFED BY THE EMBASSY AND VISITED 
U.S. MILITARY INSTALLATIONS FOR SPECIAL BRIEFINGS AND TOURS. 

2. THE STAFFDEL DIRECTED MUCH OF THEIR ATTENTION TO THE 
RAMIFICATIONS OF THE U.S. - TURKISH AND U.S. -GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENTS AND THE TIMING OF THEIR RESPECTIVE 
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CONSIDERATION BY THE U.S. CONGRESS. STAFFDEL WAS ALSO 
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INTERESTED IN THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF GREECE TO THE U.S. 

AS WELL AS ASCERTAINING THE NECESSITY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL 
U.S. MILITARY INSTALLATIONS LOCATED IN THE COUNTRY. GREEK 
PERCEPTIONS OF RELATIONS WITH TURKEY, GREECE’S POSITION 
IN NATO AND THE CYPRUS QUESTION WERE LIKEWISE IMPORTANT 
ISSUES WHICH THE STAFFDEL PURSUED. 

3. IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS AT THE MFA WITH UNDER 
SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS STAVROPOULOS AND AMBASSADOR 
JOHN TZOUNIS THE STAFFDEL RECEIVED A COMPREHENSIVE 
BRIEFING LASTING CLOSE TO TWO HOURS ON THE OFFICIAL GOG 
POSITIONS ON THE AEGEAN PROBLEM AREAS, ON RELATIONS 

WITH TURKEY, ON CYPRUS AND ON THE GREEK RELATIONSHIP 
WITH NATO. WHILE NO NEW GROUND WAS BROKEN, THE STAFFDEL 
RECEIVED A MORE COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMPLEXITIES 
INVOLVED IN OVERALL GRFEK-U IRKISH RELATIONS AS WELL AS THE 
PARTICULAR DIFFICULTIES OF EACH COMPONENT OF THESE 
RELATIONS. THE GREEK OFFICIALS REFUSED TO COMMENT ON 
THE U.S.- TURKISH DCA, HOWEVER, SAYING THAT TO DO SO WOULD 
NOT BE PROPER. AS A SPECIAL COURTESY STAVROPOULOS 
HOSTED DINNER FOR THE STAFFDEL AT A 
SEASIDE RESORT HOTEL ON JULY 16. 

4. BECAUSE OF A SUDDEN CHANGE IN SCHEDULING, ONLY 
MR.RICHARDSON WAS ABLE TO MEET WITH DEFENSE MINISTER 
AVEROFF. DURING AN HOUR AND A HALF SESSION AVEROFF, IN 
HIS USUAL ARTICULATE FASHION, EXPLAINED HIS VIEWS 

ON THE GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONSHIP, ON CYPRUS AND NATO 
AND ON GREEK MILITARY READINESS. HE EMPHASIZED THE 
POTENTIAL FOR DANGER PRESENTED BY THE 
PROSPECTIVE VENTURE IN THE AEGEAN OF THE TURKISH 
SEISMOGRAPHIC VESSEL SISMIK I AND SPOKE OF THE BELLICOSE 
MOOD OF SOME SEGMENTS OF THE ARMED FORCES WHICH HE HAD 
TO 'KEEP IN CHECK. 1 ' 

5. IN THEIR MEETING WITH GEORGE MAVROS, LEADER OF THE 
LARGEST OPPOSITION PARTY (UDC - UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
CENTER) THE VISITORS HEARD HIS PREDICTION THAT NEITHER 

THE GREEK NOR TURKISH DCA'S WOULD BE PASSED BY CONGRESS, A 
VIEW, HE CLAIMED, THAT WAS SHARED BY CARAMANLIS. MAVROS FILLED 
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THEM IN ON HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE SISMIK I EMBROGLIO, 
FOLLOWING CLOSELY THE GOG OFFICIAL POSITION ON THE 
MATTER. LATER, UDC DEPUTY JOHN PESMAZOGLOU TOLD THE 
STAFFDEL THAT GREECE'S CLAIMS TO THE AEGEAN SEABED WERE 
FOUNDED ON JUSTICE AND LAW, AND IF TAKEN TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COURT WOULD BE UPHELD. HE ALSO REPEATED AN OPINION WIDELY 
HELD IN GREECE: TURKISH CLAIMS IN THE AEGEAN ARE PART OF 
A BROADER AGRESSIVE DESIGN AGAINST GREECE BY AN 
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EXPANSIONIST TURKEY.FROM DISSIDENT AMBASSADOR XYDIS, 

THE STAFFDEL HEARD THE FAMILIAR REFRAIN OF ACCUSATIONS 
CHARGING THE U.S. AS BEING FULLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL OF 
GREECE'S ILLS, INCLUDING THE 1967 COUP, SUPPORT OF THE 
JUNTA, THE COUP AGAINST MAKARIOS AND TACIT 
ACQUIESCENCE, IF NOT ACTIVE SUPPORT, OF THE CYPRUS INVASION. 

6. AT THE U.S. MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. THE STAFFDEL 
ASKED PROBING QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ROLE AND JUSTIFI- 
CATION OF EACH FACILITY AND APPEARED TO BE ESPECIALLY 
INTERESTED IN WHAT, IF ANY, ALTERNATIVES TO THESE 
FACILITIES MIGHT EXIST. 

7. IN SUM, THE STAFFDEL EXPRESSED A HIGH DEGREE OF 
SATISFACTION AT THEIR PROGRAM, THEIR EXPOSURE TO A 
WIDE RANGE OF GREEK OPINION, AND THEIR VISITS TO U.S. 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. UPON THEIR DEPARTURE, HOWEVER, 

IT WAS EVIDENT THEY HAD NOT YET REACHED FIRM CONCLUSIONS 
CONCERNING THE DCA'S AND THEIR IMPACT ON 
U.S.-GREEK-TI JRKISH RELATIONS. THEY ALSO INDICATED THEY 
WOULD BE SEEKING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SHAPE AND 
ELSEWHERE ON U.A. MILITARY FACILITIES AND THE STRATEGIC 
VALUE OF GREECE. 

KUBISCH 
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